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Was America truly unknown to the outside world until Christopher Columbus â€œdiscoveredâ€• it in

1492?Could a people gifted enough to raise the Great Pyramid more than four thousand years ago

have lacked the skills necessary to build a ship capable of crossing the Atlantic?Did the

Phoenicians, who circumnavigated the African continent in 600 bc, never consider sailing

farther?Were the Vikings, the most fearless warriors and seafarers of all time, terrified at the

prospect of a transoceanic voyage?If so, how are we to account for an Egyptian temple accidentally

unearthed by Tennessee Valley Authority workers in 1935? What is a beautifully crafted metal plate

with the image of a Phoenician woman doing in the Utah desert? And who can explain the discovery

of Viking houses and wharves excavated outside Boston?
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Controversial Knowledge

Joseph's book contains numerous examples of cross-cultural encounters between the Middle East

andthe Americas. For instance, the pre-Incan people ofcoastal Peru built similar stepped pyramids

as theirmiddle eastern counterparts. The Sumerians built largereed boats that could traverse



virtually any wind at sea.The Andes Mountains were accessible to Sumeriansailors around the

African Cape of Good Hopeand crossing the South Atlantic to South Americanshores. Cotton used

in Peru in the 4th Millenium BC hadfibers from the cross-bred Asian American plant.The pre-Incan

"Pyramid of the Kings" had the precisecorrelations in architectural layout as the VictoryTemple in

the Upper Nile Valley. The chemicals relatedto cocoa and nicotine in several Egyptian

mummiesconfirm reciprocal trade between the Mediterranean Basinand the Americas.The survival

of a Minoan Crete labyrinthine design at theCasa Grande, Arizona suggests that Bronze Age

visitorsfrom the Eastern Mediterranean made an indelible impact onthe American Southwest which

carries over to today'sPima Indians.The existence of a purple shell industry confirms

Phoeniciancolonization of coastal S. America. This fact alone is one ofCarthage's most closely held

trade protocols. Important NativeAmerican words have parallels in Japan; thereby proving apotential

cultural or trade linkage.Joseph's book has many pictures of ancient sites and artifactslike Iraq's

Ziggurat, the BES Egyptian god, Arizona'sCasa Grande petroglyph, San Lorenzo's Olmec Colossal

stonehead,the Zheng He statue in China, the Kanawha Madonna and others.
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